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GREEK MYTHOLOGY:  LOOK TO THE SKY ON  AUGUST 12  

Perseus is the Greek hero famous for slaying Medusa.  Perseus was the classical 
over achiever, known as the  founder of Mycenae and of the Perseid Dynasty he 
was one of the first mythic Greek heroes whose heroism in defeating archaic 
monsters provided the foundation for most stories in mythology. Every August 
the constellation Perseus treats us to a spectacular show  with the Perseids me-
teor showers.  If you have had the pleasure of viewing the Perseids, you might 
get the idea that Perseus is somewhat of a showoff!  Regardless, his is an       
interesting story and he gives us a nice display of fireworks in the sky every year.      
 
Perseus was the son of Zeus and the mortal Danaë.  Danaë's father was told by 
an oracle that his grandson would kill him one day, so he set Danaë and Perseus 
adrift in a trunk.   They were rescued by a fisherman named Dictys and brought 

to his island to live.  Dictys brother, King Polydectes wanted Danaë for his wife.  Danaë was reluctant and Perseus, now a 
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weapon for a tyrannical king, King Polydectes fully expected Perseus to be killed and Danaë to be his. However, the king 
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stepped up, Athene gave him a bronze shield which he carried on his left arm, while in his right hand he wielded a sword of 
diamond made by Hephaestus. Hermes gave him winged sandals, and on his head he wore a helmet of darkness from Hades 
which made him invisible.  
 

Perseus crept up on the Gorgons and waited until night when Medusa and her snakes were asleep. Looking only at her re-
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Perseus was startled to see the winged horse Pegasus spring fully grown from her body. Collecting her head, Perseus flew 
away before the other Gorgons awoke. 
 

On his return trip home Perseus arrived at the country of the Ethiopians, of which Cepheus was king. Cassiopeia, his queen, 
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Sea Nymphs.  This angered Poseidon to such a degree that he sent the  sea monster, Cetus, to ravage the coast. To appease 
Cetus and save all, Cepheus was directed to sacrifice his daughter Andromeda to the monster. As Perseus looked down from 
his flight he saw Andromeda chained to a rock, and waiting the approach of the sea serpent. Perseus fell instantly in love 
with Andromeda and promised Cepheus he would free her if she could become his wife. Cepheus agreed.  With quick think-
ing he uncovered the head of Medusa, pointing it straight at the eyes of the sea monster. Just in the nick of time the sea 
monster turned to stone! Perseus and Andromeda were married and are without a 
doubt one of the greatest love stories in all of Greek Mythology.  The movie Clash 
of the Titans retells the love story, with a few  changes made to the tale. 
 

When Perseus and Andromeda died, they were given honored places among the 
stars by the goddess Athena.  Cetus, the sea monster, was there waiting for them 
and forever chases Andromeda around the sky, but Perseus continues to guard his 
beloved well.  Cepheus and Cassiopeia can be found in the same cluster of constel-
lations along with Pegasus.  Perseus is best viewed during the winter in the North-
ern Hemisphere.  Perseus is holding the head of Medusa  near his waist and be-
neath his upraised right arm. The second brightest star in the constellation of 
Perseus (Algol) makes up the eye of Medusa. 
 

Perseus is best known in astronomy for the Perseids meteor shower. The shower is 
referred to as Perseids because the point they appear to come from, called the radi-
ant, lies within in the constellation of Perseus. The shower is visible from mid-July 
each year, with the most activity between August 8 and 14, peaking  on August 12th 
with the rate of about 60 or more meteors per hour.  Visable from 11pm on, the 
action is at its best when Perseus is highest in the sky--between 2 a.m. and dawn.    
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