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GREEKMYTHOLOGY: CORONA BOREALISAND ARIADNE

The semikcircle of stars between Bodtes and Hercules marks the golden
crown worn by Princess Ariadne of Crete.

\ Ariadne was the daughter of King Minos of Crete, who, according to one
\ legend, kept the ferocious Minotaur (half human, half bull) in a labyrinth
\ / under his palace. King Minos, in revenge for the death of his son, ordered
\

seven young men and seven young women from Athens to be sacrificed to
\ the Minotaur.

\ _ Alpha Theseus, a son of the sea god Poseidon and a human mother, displayed he
—~ roic traits from an early age. Some stories say he volunteered, some stories
say he was chosen: but seeing the grief of the young Athenian sacrifices,
Theseus decided to join them and try to defeat the Minotaur. On his arrival
at Crete he was challenged to prove that his father was Poseidon by retrieving a gold ring that Minos threw into
the ocean. The Nereids, sea goddesses, helped him find the ring and gave him a jeweled crown made by the go
Hephaestus.

Ariadne fell in love with Theseus. She offered to help him defeat the Minotaur if he promised to take her to
Athens and marry her. She gave him a magic ball of thread that would lead him safely into and out of the
labyrinth. Theseus defeated the Minotaur :

and escaped from Crete with Ariadne.

After some days at sea the ship stopped 3
the island of Dia (Naxos). It was here thaty
Ariadne was deserted on the island. Theré
are a number of stories that explain why o
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crown. However, for the sake of happilyjis : N e

ever after, Dionysus, or Bachus, appeare ’ : -~ Boreiliss
and married her, putting Theseus' crown L
on her head. They had many children, :
Later he is supposed to have placed th _ = ' Bt
crown in the stars in her honor. ' : '
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= = JULY PRIZE WINNERS

% LEARN TO SPEAK GREEK % Prize winners in our July Drawings:

= = o35 (gift card- Linda Tyring, Portsmouth, NH

= A bottle of wine, please. = Ena boukali krasi, parakalo.=) , , ,

= 5 o35 (gift card Adrienne Letinen, Portsmouth, NH

% red wine = kokino krasi E «$10.00 gift card- S. Ayer, Barrington, NH

= . L . =j| Congrats to all!! Look for your prizes in the mail!
white wine = aspro krasi

5 2| For a chance to win, sign up for our newsletter
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